Tyrone’s Picks – June 8, 2007

Hey y’all, welcome to my NBA Finals preview. True, my editor was on vacation so I wasn’t able to pass it along until today, but on the good side I got to watch Game 1 before making my picks, so I got a chance to see if the Finals jitters really would affect the Cavs.

What we can learn from Game 1 is:

That was a terrible, terrible game

and

The other games have to be better, right? Right?

So much focus has been placed on LeBron that I think most people are forgetting how young this kid is. I mean he’s only 22 and this is his first finals. He’s gonna be nervous. He’s gonna rush shots. He’s gonna make some bad plays. Just like Dwayne Wade, I think he’ll start to take over, but give the guy some leeway. Plus, he doesn’t have Shaq clogging up the middle.

The key to this series, in all honesty, are the bench players for both squads. As Game 1 showed, both teams have killer defense. It’s going to come down to a few open shots here and there, either by Damon Jones, Michael Finley, Brent Barry, guys like that, who’ll have to make the most out of their opportunities. It’s going to be a close one, so a few trays might turn the tide in this series.

At the 1 position, Tony Parker can blow by Hughes and his bum-ass knees anytime. Mike Brown needs to (won’t, but needs to) give heavy minutes to Daniel Gibson. Sure he’s a rook, but he gives them that second scoring option they’ve lacked all season. Put in Damon Jones if you’re down by 10 for his offense (but Gawd awful defense, put in Eric Snow if you’re up by 7 for his defense (but Gawd awful offense) and wear out Tony P. Jacque Vaughn is a decent replacement for Tony, but he’s not a real scoring threat.

Personally, I’d put Larry Hughes at the 2 spot, coming off the bench for Sasha Pavlovic. The Cavs really don’t take advantage of his offensive skills – they never run a play for him – and most of the time he’s at the corner three line, so they can run that clear-out for Lebron they do about 25-30 times a game. For the Spurs, Michael Finley gives you solid leadership, a calm presence and a deadly shooter. I didn’t realize until last night, but did you know this is his first NBA Finals? I mean, my man seems like he’s been in the league about 40 years! I’ve met Michael before and he’s a real nice dude and it’s good to see one of the league’s true ambassadors get his shot. Anyways, with him starting and Manu scoring and flopping at will, it’s a solid advantage for the Spurs.

At the small forward position it’s all about the King baby. LeBron looked really nervous, but he’ll recover, so expect his scoring to go way up. I did like what the Spurs did, just send two guys on him and trap him early so he doesn’t have time to get into stride. You know that Juggernaut guy from the X-men movie who can’t be stopped once he’s moving? That’s LBJ. Get to him as soon as he gets the ball and you take away his ability to create. Bruce Bowen is too slow by himself, but with a larger guy helping out (like Big Shot Rob or Tim Duncan) it’ll make things very tough for LeBron to get baskets the way he wants them. Bowen has always been a great defender who doesn’t really care about getting the ball, but if he can make a few corner threes every game, it’ll make LeBron have to cover him, and maybe it’ll open up the middle for Big Fundamentals.

Here’s one thing we learned from Game 1: Drew Gooden can’t stop Tim Duncan. Now sure no one can cover Tim Duncan, but c’mon man – box out! Duncan eats power forwards for breakfast, so your only hope is to not swat at his shots, but get set for any rebounds that come clanging off the rim. Now we now Drew can be a solid defender. He’s a big body and plays guys great when they’re in front of him, but he takes too many chances and looks like he’s intimidated by Timmy D. Also, I’d like to tell Mike Brown one thing; under no circumstances – none – should you have Donyell Marshall or Anderson Varejao guarding Tim Duncan one-on-one. None. Got that? I don’t’ care if you have to send three guys at him, don’t let it happen. Donyell looks like a cadaver out there (seriously, he’s so slow he makes Chris Webber look like Michael Johnson), and all that floppin by Verajao ain’t gonna work. You’re not going to get the charging call against Tim Duncan. So stop it. I feel like Mike Brown should slap the back of Anderson’s hands when he tries to do that: “ Bad Brazilian. Bad!”

Finally, the Center position really doesn’t offer any compelling story lines. Zeke (he’s Zeke. There’s no way I’m going to free-write his name correctly) is a solid low post scorer, but the Cavs don’t’ have an offense that’s designed to take his skills into account (ok, ok, they don’t have an offense period.). He’s relegated to fighting for missed shots under the rim, and Oberto is a good enough defender to negate anything Zeke can add. Besides Boobie, I can’t think of anyone who’s improved their stock this post-season like Francisco Oberto. He knows his role, can get his points off the glass and is a stalwart defender, everything Coach Pop loves in his centers.

So to break it down:

PG – nod goes to San Antonio (unless Daniel Gibson starts to log heavy minutes)

SG – San Antonio

SF – Cleveland  (wonder why?)

PF – San Antonio

C – push

With that said, I do think the Cavs can win at least one game in this Series. It’ll probably be Game 3, with the home-crowd at their backs and more importantly, the home-court officiating (gotta love the NBA, where officiating can be the deciding factor). Besides that though, I really don’t see how you can wing it so that Cleveland wins anymore. They’re a good young team, but they’re definitely out-classed and out-gunned. Now, if a guy can catch fire – like say, Boobie Gibson tossing in 30 a night to help out LeBron – that changes EVERYTHING, but I really don’t see it happening. 

So my final prediction: Spurs in 5  

