Tyrone’s Picks – April 11, 2008

Tough loss for Golden State last night – it all but eliminated them from playoff contention – but watching the game you had to realize they didn’t really deserve to get in. Sure they had, what, like 47 wins this year, but just like Memphis losing on free throws, State lost because they couldn’t make defensive stops. Maybe when coach kept yelling at you “Offense wins games but defense wins championships!” he wasn’t just blowing smoke.

On to the picks:

Indiana at Philadelphia

BetUS Line: PHI – 5.5

Indiana’s basically just trying to play spoiler here, but the Sixers are playing some of the best ball in the Association right now and are fighting for that coveted 6th seed in the East and just own teams from the Central division – going 7-0 ATS in their last 7 against those teams.

Free Pick: Philly to cover

New Jersey at Toronto

BetUS Line: TOR -9.5

I’ve learned my lesson and I hope you have too. Never take Toronto with a big spread in a game they need to win. Just say “No way Jose (Calderon)”.

Free Pick: Nets to cover

Atlanta at New York Knicks

BetUS Line: ATL -5.5

Atlanta’s fighting for their playoff hopes. New York just wants the season to end so they can go home. I’m kinda sad this may be my last chance to bash the Knicks – they’ve given me so much (betting money) and yet so little (actual on court performance). I’m torn. Still, this line could be -9 and I’d take it.

Free Pick: ATL to cover

New Orleans at Los Angeles Lakers

BetUS Line: LAL -4

This line isn’t an indicator of which team will win, but since so many people think the Lakers will win and are putting their money on them, the line could keep snaking up to eventually -5 or -5.5 (it started at -3.5). One thing is for sure – take the OVER. In the last 11 games between these two teams, the over has won 9 of those times. As for the game itself – it should be a doozy. Given that they both play well ATS, and this is basically a “Who’s the Boss?” game between Kobe and CP3, I’ll take the rested Hornets to cover in what should be a pickem.

Free pick: New Orleans to cover.

