Tyrone’s Picks

April 4, 2008

Well ballaholics, 

As we get closer to the end of the regular season, it’s becoming more and more apparent (at least to me) that Boston and Detroit are in the strongest positions to win the whole danged thing, and it’s not because of their talent pool. The West is still unsettled. Teams are finally back to full strength, and they need it in order to have monumental battles each night just to stay in the playoff hunt. Normally, by this part of the year the best teams can let their guys rest up for the playoffs – but not this year my friends. So basically every team has their starters in, playing high minutes. You take a team like Golden State that is non-stop up-and-down  the court – and a point guard like Baron Davis who’s over 30 and has bad knees? Let’s just say I don’t see them repeating their run. Who knows if anyone from the West will even be able to run come the Finals.

On to tonight’s picks:

Philadelphia at Atlanta

BetUS Line: PICK

Now THIS is what it’s all about! Two teams scratching to get into the playoffs. While the biggest advantage may be Atlanta’s time keeping (seriously – wtf was up with that?). They’re both young, dynamic teams – but Philly is on a mission, and I’ll take them and their 8-1 ATS in their last 9 road games.

Pick: Philly to cover

Charlotte at Toronto

BetUS Line: TOR -9.5

Wasn’t going to pick this game, but I’m going to give Toronto one last shot to earn my love. They’re a good team, but have no guts. If I’m Sam Mitchell, I want this game to be a blowout – an all out massacre – to show the league that the Raptors can take care of business. Then again – things do cool down fast in Canada.

Pick: Toronto to cover

Minnesota at Phoenix

BetUS Line: PHX -15

This game has nearly a 2/3 consensus amongst bookmakers and experts that the Suns will cover. While Manny has beat Phoenix this year, that was before the Big Cactus – and the brawl for playoff positioning. Take Phoenix – they’re red hot at 6-0 ATS in their last 6 games; of all the West teams – they’re the most ready to start the playoffs today.

Pick: PHX to cover

Miami at Washington

BetUS Line: WASH -17

Normally, I’d tell you to stay away from a line this high. Still, even with Jamison probably resting the Wizards are fighting to move up from the 7th seed in the East and Agent Zero is back. Call it a tune-up game for the Wiz against the Junior Varsity Heat. Considering Miami is 0-5 ATS in their last 5 meetings, I’d say -17 is actually complimenting the rudderless Heat.

Pick: Washington to cover

